
 

 

June 25, 2014 

 

Peter Mills, Executive Director 

Maine Turnpike Authority 

2360 Congress Street 

Portland, ME 04102 

 

Dear Mr. Mills, 

 

Thank you very much for giving the community the opportunity to weigh in about 

proposed changes to the rules governing the use of the Maine Turnpike, particularly 

changes resulting from LD 1831, or the “sign bill.” As I explained at the public hearing, 

Maine Archives and Museums is concerned about the prohibitive financial burden the 

revised legislation will place upon the Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village, one of our 

member institutions, and other historical and cultural organizations like them who depend 

upon traffic from the turnpike to drive their visitation.  

 

The mission of Maine Archives and Museums is to support and promote Maine’s 

collecting institutions. With those interests in mind, we would strongly advocate for any 

sort of concession you can extend to Shaker Village regarding expenses related to the 

new signage regulations. With the rest of our membership, as well as the broader interests 

of the state’s tourism-based economy in mind, we would urge you to extend such a 

concession to other museums and cultural sites as well.   

 

In Bill Nemitz’s June 18 column in the Portland Press Herald, he quoted you as saying 

that it might be worth considering some sort of “special policy for nonprofits.” Here at 

Maine Archives and Museums, we hope that you and the board of the MTA will seriously 

consider such a scenario. It is worth pointing out that such a policy would benefit not 

only those individual organizations, but also the state at large.  Recent studies—including 

one conducted by the Maine Arts Commission in 2009 and Maine Archives and 

Museums’ 2014 Economic Impact Statement—show that Maine’s museums are 

important economic drivers. Maine’s museums bring millions of visitors to the state and 

have an overall economic impact of some $148 million, generating about $7.5 million in 

direct tax revenue to the state.  When Maine’s museums succeed, there are subsidiary 

benefits for local business—state and nationwide studies show that cultural heritage 

tourists stay longer, spend more, stay overnight, and bring friends. We should be making 

it easier for them to find what they came here to see, not harder. 

 

Again, thank you for inviting community feedback about these new regulations.  Please 

keep the interests of the Shaker Village—and Maine’s many other cultural and historical 

nonprofits—in mind as you proceed, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any 

questions you may have about the special concerns an interests of this group. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Jessica Skwire Routhier, President
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